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Wachau World Heritage Site
~ THE 14 STAGES AT A GLANCE ~

Walk, gawk and enjoy! Get up close and personal 
and discover what it is that makes this region so unique and 
wonderful. Discover the extraordinarily well-preserved relics 

of a long historical evolution, plus art, culture and, last 
but not least, the quite unique wining and dining 

of the Wachau World Heritage Site.

Starting in the mediaeval town centre of Krems, this popular 
stage leads you through a few of the most well-known Wachau 
vineyards and through a forest to the picturesque Dürnstein 
with its blue church tower. It has no signi�cant elevation.

Krems – Dürnstein1
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This trail leads you high above the Danube from 
Weißenkirchen to Spitz via Rote Tor, taking you 
through the heart of the Wachau vineyards with their 
typical stone terraces and renowned vineyard marshes.

Weißenkirchen – Spitz 3
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This truly panoramic stage is de�ned by the forested 
landscape of the Jauerling Nature Park, home to the 
highest point of the World Heritage Site and the 
highest vineyard marsh in Lower Austria.

Mühldorf – Maria Laach5
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Fantastic views and famous stone terrace vineyards form 
the backdrop to his stage, which runs from Kremser Tor in 

Dürnstein, past the castle ruins, all the way to the market 
square in the idyllic wine village of Weißenkirchen.

Dürnstein – Weißenkirchen 2

©
 R

o
b

e
rt

 H
e

rb
st

This rather more challenging stage is characterised by 
the steep wine terraces of the Wachau, the famous 

“Tausendeimerberg“ (or The Mountain of A Thousand 
Buckets), bright oak and beech forests and majestic views.

Spitz – Mühldorf  4
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Close to the famous “Venus of Willendorf“, this stage 
is characterised by the descent from the Alpine plateau 
of the Jauerling and takes you past Christmas tree farms 
and down through broad meadows to the Danube.

Maria Laach – Aggsbach Markt

10

©
 A

n
d

re
a

s 
H

o
fe

r

The highlights on this stage are the imposing castle 
ruins of Aggstein, high above the Danube, the Baroque 
Maria Langegg pilgrimage church, views of the 
“Hoher Stein“ (or Tall Rock) and Dunkelsteiner Forest.

Aggsbach Dorf – Hofarnsdorf 
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The imperial Luberegg Castle is worth a stop before 
crossing the river from north to south by the Melk Danube 
power station. There is plenty to see once you get to 
Melk, known for its magni�cent Baroque monastery.

Emmersdorf – Melk 
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This stage is characterised by the Jauerling Alpine 
plateau and its villages straddling the edge of the 

Wachau, gently rolling mountains and breathtaking views, 
plus idyllic resting stops by the castle ruins at Gossam.

Aggsbach Markt – Emmersdorf
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This stage is characterised by the town of Melk with 
its impressive Baroque monastery, Schönbühel with its 

magni�cent cliff-side castle overlooking the water, 
breathtaking views over the Danube and the Jauerling.

Melk – Aggsbach Dorf
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Prepare to be wowed on this rather challenging 
stage by wine towns, vineyards, Roman roads, 

a nature preserve and views of the wine 
terraces on the other side of the Danube.

Hofarnsdorf – Rossatz 
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The landscape on this stage is characterised by orchards 
full of the famous Wachau apricots,plus wine terraces 
and the Dunkelsteiner Forest. You can also look forward 
to a particularly stunning view towards Dürnstein.

Rossatz – Oberbergern 
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This stage leads you to the Roman town of Mautern 
with its archaeological excavations and is characterised 

by picturesque vineyards, small wineries and the 
Göttweiger Berg with its imposing Göttweig Monastery.

Oberbergern – Mautern 
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This short stage, which leads you back to your starting 
point, is more like a historical city tour, with the Roman 
ruins in Mautern, Renaissance and Baroque buildings 
and the imposing old town areas in Stein and Krems.

Mautern – Krems 

WACHAU ON YOUR SMARTPHONE – 
TOUR APP & AUDIO GUIDE

 www.welterbesteig.at

With the Wachau-Nibelungengau- 
Kremstal-App, you can put together 
your very own ideal tour ahead of time 
using your smartphone, or alternatively 
use the in-app maps and head straight 
out for a hike around the area. The 
Wachau Guide App is an audio guide 
that will tell you all about the special 
open-air sights at locations along the 
World Heritage Trail. 
Both apps are available 
for free in the Apple App 
Store or on Google Play.
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